THE SECOND LOYALTY

and transmuted it through the lessons of his owii sidieiing and made
of it something nobler and grander. It is this humility, ingrained,
natural, entirely unaffected^ which has enabled the Russian people
to bear so much.

But it had its weaknesses. It may be given to the meek to inherit
the earth, but it is also the meek and the humble by whom the
exploiter exists. And the meek do not stand up and defy authority.
So it was that the Church maintained its hold for so long over the
Russian people. It held them back by its own conservatism, its static
confidence that it was the only legitimate offspring of the First
Rome and its adherence to formulas that were old when Vladimir's
proselytizers set out from Kiev. When the Russian armies were
drawn up for battle in the early days of I914? ikons were paraded
before them and they made the sign of the Cross, The Russian
Church did not decline. It cracked and crashed suddenly when the
tornado of the October Revolution struck it? like a building from
which all the mortar has powdered away. And in falling it displayed
all its accumulated rottenness and the spuriousness of the jewels it
had held up to admiration for so long.
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